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Traffic Calming in Balcombe 

 
 
Following the consultation with residents, it became clear
that there were many reservations about the scheme
proposed from the Village Centre to Mill Lane, especially
about the extent and cost of extra lighting. The Parish
Council was unable to obtain concessions from West Sussex
County Council on the lighting, nor could it secure greater
assurance about the effectiveness of the speed cushions.
Consequently the Parish Council decided not to continue
with this part of the scheme. 
 
The Parish Council has agreed with West Sussex County
Council on a revised scheme from the junction on the Green
and the Haywards Heath Road to the Village Centre.  This is
a part of the plan shown at the public exhibition in July.
There will be a mini roundabout at the Green and speed
cushions on the Haywards Heath Road. Improved street
lighting on this section and at the Village Centre will also
help to improve safety. West Sussex County Council has
started the consultation procedures required and the work
should be undertaken in the early summer of next year. 
 
In order to move forward with further Traffic Calming
measures the Parish Council now proposes to develop
revised schemes for the London and Haywards Heath
Roads.  Proposals have already been sent to West Sussex
County Council defining sections of these roads for priority
attention.  At the same time a Community Speed Watch
scheme is being prepared for the village – further details on
the opposite page. 
 
 

  
 

Recreation Ground 
 
Mid Sussex District Council has advised that the development of the
enhanced playground at the Recreation Ground will commence shortly
before Christmas, depending upon the weather, for completion in spring
2005.  The actual completion date will be determined again by weather
conditions and by how quickly newly seeded areas mature The overall
landscaping of the playground and its adjoining areas will be done in
two stages, the second stage being planned for Autumn 2005. We are
working with the Mid Sussex District Council to allow Village groups to
participate in this second stage planting, if they so desire. A section of
the playground has been left open to allow more play equipment to be
added in the future.  The intention is to retain, for as long as possible,
the equipment to be re-located from the existing Toddlers’ play area.
This will provide some play facilities while development of the enhanced
play area proceeds. 
 
A plan of the proposed new playground and its facilities is in this
Newsletter.  A further copy of the plan will also be displayed on the
Parish Council Notice Board.  Regular updates on progress will be
provided over the next months. 

 
Changes to Refuse Collection 

 
With effect from 7th February 2005 Mid Sussex District Council will be
implementing their revised arrangements for refuse collection in
Balcombe.  This will mean that residents will be required to take their
refuse “to the edge of their property”, this being construed as being
“within one metre of the property, at the nearest point to the public or
private highway where the refuse vehicle has access”.  Householders
may continue to use their dustbins, but only for storage of waste.   All
waste must be contained in plastic refuse sacks put into the dustbin and
placed outside the property boundary on the scheduled collection day.   
 
We understand that there have been complaints about the introduction
of this scheme.  Representation to MSDC can be made to Dick China
(01444 477487), Ian Burton (477373) or Dominique Runham (477456).
The Head of Environment at MSDC is Mr T Barkley 
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Many of the plans prepared by the Parish Council in the past
year have now been settled and agreed with local authority
partners.  Two major schemes will come into effect in 2005, the
implementation of a traffic calming scheme by West Sussex
County Council and the development of the children’s play area
on the Recreation Ground by Mid Sussex District Council.
This Newsletter brings you more information about these
projects and other Parish Council news.   
 

The Local Network Fund 
 
The fund dispenses grants to projects that benefit young
people of all ages.  Grants range from £250 to £7000.  Action in
Rural Sussex administers this government scheme locally and
will help any group with the process of applying for a grant.
Enquiries about the scheme can be obtained from their Lewes
office: 
  
 Telephone: 01273 405452  
 e-mail : localnetworkfund@ruralsussex.org.uk    
 

“Funding the Future of Mid Sussex” 
 

Mid Sussex District Council has published this document in
response to the South East Regional Plan that is due for
publication by the South East Regional Assembly (SEERA)
early in 2005.  The document describes the implications for the
increased levels of housing in Mid Sussex, including the new
infrastructure and estimated costs. 
 
Copies of the document are available from Judith Hewitt on 
01444 477345 or Neal Barton on 01444 477296. 
 

 
Speed Watch 

  
Community Speed Watch is coming to Balcombe provided
that there are enough volunteers from village people to
participate in our scheme. 
  
Ian Jeffrey, the policeman in charge of the enterprise in our
area, recently gave a briefing to the Parish Council and it
appears that there is no obstacle to implementation of the
scheme by May 2005. It is up to us  
  
So what is Community Speed Watch? Volunteers undergo a
brief course of training with the police and are given approval
to use speed meters to monitor the speed of vehicles at
approved locations. The registration numbers of those
vehicles which grossly exceed the speed limit are collected by
teams of two or three, who pass the information to a volunteer
coordinator. The coordinator collates the data before reporting
any significant instances of excessive speed to Police Traffic
Management, for information and action.  As well as speed
meter operators there is a need for people to handle simple
administrative work. The amount of time required should be
no more than one hour per week and at times chosen by the
volunteer teams. The volunteers need to be prominently
visible in fluorescent jackets but YOU DON’T NEED TO
STAND the whole time. 
  
A highly successful pilot scheme has been in operation at
Ringmer for over a year. There were very few potentially
difficult contacts with the speeding public and these were
easily handled. 
  
Horsted Keynes has twenty seven volunteers, so we expect a
similar response from Balcombe.  
  
If you are interested or need further information contact the
Parish Clerk, Richard Greig on 01444 811833 or by letter to
11 Foxwells, Balcombe, RL17 6LZ.  
  

JOIN NOW - YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU ! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Balcombe Parish Council 
 

Chairman:  
Graham Gosney 

Members: 
Roland Burke Gary Marsh
Simon Greenwood David Miners
Katherine Gunning Alison Stevenson
Sheila Illsley George Wiginton
*Neil Infield Robin Williamson
(resigned Nov. 2004)  

Parish Clerk: 
Richard Greig - 811833 

email parish.clerk@btconnect.com 
 

*We were extremely sorry to receive the resignation of Mr Neil 
Infield from the Parish Council for personal reasons.  Under the 
present regulations we have formally to announce that there is a 
vacancy for a replacement Councillor.  A by election needs to be 
conducted if within 14 days of the date of notice a poll is claimed 
by ten electors otherwise the vacancy will be filled by co-option. 
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Balcombe First 
 
This is a good time to show our support for our local Balcombe
shops.  There are new ranges available there for your pre-
Christmas shopping and the Post Office with its banking and
foreign currency services is especially useful at this time. 
 
Every month the Parish Magazine has a roundup of new goods
and new services in the village shops.   
 
We all know – don’t we? – that the shops can only continue if we
buy goods whenever  we can. 
  

Buy in Balcombe – and support the village shops 
 


