MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL, HELD ON 

TUESDAY 23rd MARCH 2004 AT 8 PM IN THE WI ROOM, BALCOMBE VICTORY HALL 

Present: Mr Graham Gosney (Chairman), Mrs Katherine Gunning, Mr Gary Marsh, Mr Robin Williamson, Mr Roland Burke, Mr Neil Infield, Mr David Miners, Mr Simon Greenwood, Mrs Alison Stevenson, Mrs Sheila Illsley, Mr Richard Greig (Clerk). 

1192
Public Participation

Mr T Copeland attended in connection with application BA/04/0053/FUL – 13 Foxwells (did not speak).
Mr Nick Ertl, representing the Balcombe School 100 Club, requested that three tickets be drawn.  Those selected were – Number 66 Mrs G Hazelden (1st), Number 37 Cindy May (2nd) and Number 58 Nikki Leatham (3rd)

1193
Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest

Messrs Miners, Williamson, Burke & Mrs Gunning, residents of the London Road, declared a personal interest in respect of Traffic Calming.  Also Messrs Miners, Williamson & the Chairman + Mesdames Illsley & Stevenson in respect of Planning Application BA/04/00539 – Minute 1201 below.

1194
Apologies for absence
Mr George Wiginton (in USA)

1195
Minutes of meeting 17th February 2004

Mr Wiginton, by e-mail, requested that the following amendments be made:

Item 1168: “Mr & Mrs Thompson in attendance.  Mr Ashmole was not present.”
Item 1169: should read “London Road” and not “Haywards Heath Road”
Item 1173: At end of 1st Para, add: “, including drainage of any grass areas. The comments received in respect of Options C & D are useful but further consideration will be required regarding development of these areas. Mr Wiginton noted that mixed messages have been received in respect of late night youth noise and disturbances and that further information should be obtained in respect of this matter.

At end of 1st sentence, 2nd Para add: “It seems that a number of students responding to the questionnaire understood that Option A provided more play equipment that Option B, which is not the case. This misunderstanding may have biased the responses.”

The Minutes were subsequently accepted as a correct and accurate record.

1196
Matters arising 

1152 - (meeting 21.01.04) Revision of Standing Orders – Fair copies are complete and will be circulated to each Councillor

1158 - (meeting 21.01.04) Prue Harding has declined to address the Annual Parish Meeting on 27 April.  In her place we have been successful in arranging for Mr Kevin Clark, Production Manager for the southern region of south east water.

1161 - (meeting 21.01.04) Robin Williamson (RFO) & the Clerk are liaising re possible inclusion of insurance for village events under “umbrella” of Parish Council master policy. 

1173 - Mrs Stevenson explained the background to the reported removal of the playground development material displayed at Balcombe School after the village consultation meeting.
1180 - We have now replied to WSCC following their letter of 28.01.04 on Local Transport.

1181 - Likewise a reply has been sent to WSCC in connection with their Transport plan 2006/16

1188 – SEEBOARD has quoted a price of £1276 for installing a light in the Twitten between the rec and Bramble Mead.  Because of other expenditure and the fact that this was not included in the 2004/05 budget it would have to go on the “wish list” at present.

1186 – Work on the Stone Hall bends was on schedule.

1191 - We would make week of 19 April our Litter Clearing Week and each Councillor would be available for his/her road.  The Clerk would make black sacks available and publicise arrangements on the notice board.

1197
Financial Matters

a)
Cash Book Receipts & Payments for the month of February 2004 – approved as circulated

b)
Bank Reconciliation Statements as at 29.02 04 for all accounts - approved as circulated

The RFO referred to the draft budget projection for 2004/05 circulated at the meeting.

This showed no actual expenditure for traffic calming during 2003/04, although £9k had been budgeted.  This would be offset in the estimated total of £31.6k for the coming financial year.  In view of an unchanged precept it was re-iterated that if additional finance was necessary, this would be by means of a loan and RW & the Clerk would, after approval by the Council at the time, prepare the necessary paperwork.

1198
To consider MSDC proposals for Councillors’ Allowances

Agreed leave in abeyance for the time being.
1199
Report on Traffic Calming 

Mr Miners updated the meeting on the continuing saga of the Solagen lights/20 mph signage problem.  However this could shortly be resolved through WSCC trial funding.

A quote from Owen Williams had been received for the traffic calming work.  This totalled £7825 for design & £5825 for Contract Procurement & Site Supervision.  We have received additional clarification that the work includes Phases 1 & 2, as well as the design & supervision of the speed cushions to Mill Lane as originally discussed.

In view of the earlier WSCC offer to assist in the procurement & supervision of the scheme OW have confirmed to us in writing that they would be willing to discuss with us the effect these would have on their task proposal & estimate.

1200
To discuss Quality Parish Councils’ Accreditation

The Chairman reported on the outcome of a recent meeting with selected Councillors when the pros/cons were considered in detail.  The general consensus was that as we were fulfilling the majority of the criteria (Chapter 2 – 2.1) there would be no extra advantage to spend time on obtaining accreditation at present.

1201
Consideration of the following Planning Applications

i)
BA/04/00336/FUL
1 Stumblemead – Planned two storey extension to west of existing house to provide additional bedroom & ground floor living space.  Mr Roland Burke declared a personal interest in this application.  It was felt that although the proposed side extension is well detailed, matching well with the existing building, the area of garden loss is excessive.

ii)
BA/04/00368/FUL
Little Poppins, Stockcroft Road – Extension of existing garage in line with approval given BA/03/1068/FUL.  Additions to north side (covered way) & south side (cycle & tool store).  Creation of bay window on west side, insertion of window on the north side of the garage.  Addition of garden shed.


There was no objection to the first part of the application.  However the Council did have reservations to the covered walkway & to the lean to bicycle/tool store to either side of the property.

iii)
BA/04/00388/FUL – Lodgelands, Crawley lane – Alterations to existing property & provision of carport o no objections to the proposed alterations.

iv)
BA/04/00442/FUL – Knollwood House, Handcross Road – Demolition of existing dwelling & construction of larger dwelling – it was agreed to repeat to MSDC Planners the comments of our last opinion, following two earlier applications submitted in 2003.
v)
BA/03/02917/AP1
Old Rectory, Mill Lane – Removal of load bearing partition & minor alterations – amended plans to permission BA/03/2917/LBC received 02.03.04 showing omission of new back door to rear, reinstatement of former door in side elevation & modified position of front window – no objections.

vi)
BA/04/00344/FUL
12 Combers – Erection of a garden shed in rear garden – no objections

vii) BA/04/00506/FUL
South Lodge, Forest Ridge, Paddockhurst Lane – Rooms in roof with dormers & conservatory – no objections
viii)
 BA/04/00539/FUL
13 Foxwells – Side extension, internal alterations & remodelling. Messrs Miners, Williamson & the Chairman + Mesdames Illsley & Stevenson declared a prejudicial interest & left the room.  The Clerk additionally declared prejudicial interest.  The Chair was then taken by J Simon Greenwood, who discussed the application together with Messrs Marsh, Infield & Burke.  They agreed that an objection strongly opposing the side extension should be lodged with MSDC.

To consider any additional applications received prior to the meeting: -

viii) BA/04/00533/FUL – Knollwood House, Handcross Road – Erection of a garage at the side of the property – no objections, other than the piece meal nature of applications from this applicant

ix) BA/04/00618/TREE – Tall Timbers, Oldlands Avenue – Pine: remove 4 lowest branches on southern side.  Oak: remove 6 lowest branches and lightly trim branches on eastern side to clear building by approx. 1 metre.  No objection.

1202
To consider proposals for a Parish Plan

The Clerk would circulate additional copies of the Countryside Agency to Councillors.  Because of time/personnel constraints, however, it was felt that a 2004/05 “Balcombe Programme” rather than an “Action Plan” would be more appropriate.  Mr Williamson would assist, together with Mrs Gunning & the Clerk, to discuss whether or not to develop an acceptable version.  A meeting in mid April was proposed.

1203
To consider proposals for the issue of an Annual News Letter covering 2003/04

A draft had previously been circulated to Councillors.  Recommendations were requested to finalise the text.  Mr Williamson had updated the BPC logo, based on the Chairman’s badge lay out.  A final proof will be agreed at the meeting on 20 April.  Around 800 copies will be printed, probably at Worth Abbey & circulated to each village household.  Cost around £70 possibly.

1204
To implement NALC guidelines re delegation to a committee under new legislation


Agreed defer.

1205
To ratify previously agreed contribution to Post Office of £300 towards CCTV camera

Approved unanimously & Clerk to send letter + cheque.

1206
To receive comments on timetables prepared to show local transport times

The draft timetable collated & now printed up should be circulated to local organisations for comment.  Also placed on our notice board.  Possible changes due to introduction of summer timetable.

1207
To receive an Update on replacement of footpath stiles with gates


No additional news regarding installation to hand

1208
To note developments for car-parking arrangements for Ardingly Reservoir planned for March 2004

The Clerk had written to the Chairman of south east water for clarification and in reply had been referred to Emma Goddard, Sustainable Development Manager.

1209
Recreation Ground Development – update on progress

Mrs Illsley & Mr Greenwood requested a copy of the plans.  As no positive news yet from MSDC re NPFA guidelines and how our scheme would be categorised we would await Mr Wiginton’s return in April and discuss in more detail at the next meeting.

1210
To study SEEBOARD quote dated 8 March for installation of lighting between the Twitten & Recreation Ground


Refer to Minute 1188 above (Matters Arising).

1211
To consider action following MSDC announcement to withdraw Mobile Civic Amenity Collections effective April 2004


Mr Marsh explained the reasoning behind MSDC cutbacks.  If the cost of the freighter were to be taken over by BPC the cost would be £255 per visit.  Agreed we could not find such an unbudgeted sum at present, but would keep in mind.

1212
To discuss information received from NALC regarding Standards Board opinion on the membership of Councillors as Freemasons


Comments were requested to be made to the Clerk

1213
Correspondence


No observations.

1214
Exchange of Information


Mr Marsh – Travellers again in church lay by.  Forthcoming meeting in London re Thames Link trains.


Mr Williamson – Thames Link tickets


Mr Infield – Light column identification numbers.  Circulated letter from George Usher (re disabled) to be on April agenda.


Mr Burke – Lights in village are being smashed.  Can SEBOARD fit guards?  Clerk to check


Mr Greenwood – Had attended recent meeting with police.  CADDIE scheme (www.caddie.gov.uk).  Was Jim Cooke (neighbourhood Watch) aware of this?  Clerk to liaise.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.15 pm

Signed……………………….

Date………………………….

RG/HS

Revised following meeting 20.04.04
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