MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14th MARCH 2006 AT 8.00 PM IN THE W I ROOM, VICTORY HALL, BALCOMBE

Present:  Messrs Graham Gosney, George Wiginton, Roland Burke, Robin Williamson, Simon Greenwood, Mr Gary Marsh, Mesdames Alison Stevenson, Katherine Gunning & Sue Tibbott.  

In attendance: Richard Greig – Clerk to the Council

1716. 
Public Participation

3 members of the public were in attendance.  Mr Michael Rayner complained about yet another application for a mast – see BA/05/00125/FUL below.  In his view there are already too many (4) in the village & a fifth would be excessive.

Mrs Harriet Clark spoke representing the Balcombe PTA.  She considered the proposed mast was too near the school & mentioned potential health hazards, including radiation build up.  Could the mast not be located further down the line?  She mentioned that currently a petition was being drawn up inviting villagers to oppose the application.  

Leonie Dolly-Sparks also spoke.  Reference was made to an earlier application for a mast in that location, which it was thought, had been rejected for similar reasons.

1717. 
Declaration of personal or prejudicial interest

The Chairman declared a prejudicial interest in item 1722 c)   

Mr Greenwood declared prejudicial interest in items 1722 a) 

(Mast application only) & 1723.  

Mr Williamson declared a prejudicial interest in item 1722 c).  


Mrs Gunning declared a prejudicial interest in item   1721 d).  

1718. 
Apologies for absence

David Miners (family illness).  Mrs Sheila Illsley (indisposed).  

1719.
Minutes as circulated of Meeting held on 15th February (Regular) & 28th February 2006 (Special)

Mr Marsh mentioned that he was on leave, rather than absent from the meeting held on 28 February (Item 1713).  The interest declared by Mr Wiginton at the meeting of 15 February (Item 1694) in respect of 1698 e) was personal.  After noting these minor discrepancies both minutes were signed off by the Chairman as a true & accurate record.  

1720.
 Matters arising
1698 – members were invited to note the new format of the detailed Receipts & Payments by Budget heading.  

1692 – on his return Mr Greenwood confirmed that reference to “bends” under 1692 related to Pilstye Bends.  

1698 – The Clerk mentioned that there were now problems in obtaining an exact colour match for some of the base colours of the flag & he was continuing enquiries with other makers.  

1702 – Showers.  As payment had still not been received from Balcombe Football Club it was agreed that the matter be followed up to ensure settlement by the end of our financial year.  

1709 – the Clerk mentioned that he had instructed the Ranger to include a check on the condition of shelters during his routine inspections.  

1714 – the application relating to application BA/06/00088/FUL (Bramble Mead), the subject of several objections, had now been withdrawn.  

1721.
Financial
a). Cash Book Receipts & Payments for month of February 2006.  Approved as presented.

b). Bank Reconciliation Statements as at 28th February 2006 for both accounts.  Approved as presented.   

c).  Detailed Receipts & Payments 11 months ending 28th February 2006.  Mr Williamson & the Clerk explained that there had been minor inputting errors relating to certain codes, (1105,1307,1120, 1508 &1101) but that the matter would be resolved when finalising the year’s end reconciliation shortly.  Mr Greenwood asked if there could be more consistency in showing +/- entries.  The report, as presented, was approved.

d).  Budget Proposals Financial Year 2006/2007.  Mr Williamson presented & circulated his proposals.  This, based on an unchanged precept of £32k aimed for a cash balance at year’s end of £17.3k (this year £19.6k).  Mention was made of provisions for WI improvements, Parish Plan costs (now no Defra grant forthcoming), major lighting repairs, Phase 3 Traffic Calming Audit & Speed Watch running costs.  All were in favour of the proposal by Mr Williamson, seconded by Mr Marsh, that the budget be adopted.  Mr Williamson was thanked for his work.

1722..
a).To consideration the following Planning Applications:


Mr Marsh, in his capacity as District Councillor, declared a prejudicial 
interest in all the under mentioned applications & left the room.

For representation by 17th March 2006 

BA/06/00125/FUL 11 Newlands – Rear single storey extension.  No objection.

For representation by 24th March 2006
BA/05/02895/FUL – Development of a 12m telegraph pole supporting one antenna, with equipment cabinet & ancillary telecommunications development.  There was considerable disquiet at this application on the following grounds:

· Site proposed is within an AONB location.  It would destroy the lovely view around Balcombe & Westup.  It is also on a well-used footpath.  

· Siting of concrete base on the roadway.  

· No details of antenna direction or type on plans.  

· Suitability of site.  New mast only recently erected in Hour Glass Wood.  Close proximity of existing Orange tree mast.  

· Villagers’ objections through petition. .  Proximity to School & health risk fears.  Unsuitable siting next to a footpath/access road & effect on rural environment in general.  

It was agreed that the Clerk would amplify these views in a separate letter to MSDC Planners accompanying the formal representation.  Reference would also be made to the petition being circulated.  Mr Marsh would arrange to “call in” the application.  We would also make our M P, Francis Maude, aware of our concerns.  

Accordingly the following report was sent to MSDC planners elaborating on our views:


“BPC has very strong objections to the proposal. 

The proposed site is in an area of outstanding natural beauty and would be prominently in view from houses and the school and a real blot on the landscape looking back toward Balcombe from further west up Westup. 

The site is even more unsuitable as it lies directly on a well-used footpath. Many masts have been erected in the Parish but they are hidden away.

The verge is unlikely to be wide enough to contain the concrete base for the pole that would result in its intrusion into the road surface.

There are no details of antenna direction or type, only a code that gives no clue as to the intention. We note that neither the antenna or feeder cables are depicted on the submitted plans.

Orange has just been granted permission for a mast at Hourglass Wood (Application BA/05/02893/FUL) a few hundred metres further north up the railway track. There is already a Vodaphone mast there and this seems the better site. Orange also has a large tree mast (one of four) less than 1km away, on higher ground. 

There is considerable village objection to the site. A petition opposing the application is currently being collected.  Many residents are concerned at the proposed proximity to the school and the fears of health risks, real or otherwise. Many objections are, however, due to the unsuitable sitting next to a popular footpath and access road and the effect on the rural environment.  

We would urge the District Council to turndown this application”.

b). To consider any additional applications received prior to the meeting.  

For representation by 31st March 2006
BA/06/00481/FUL – Keepers Cottage, High Street – new 4 bay oak-structured garage with pitched roof in grounds of existing dwelling. 

Agreed that this be delegated to the Environmental Planning Group (EPG) for consideration & representation to the Council.

c). To discuss recent decision of MSDC to approve retrospective application BA/05/02579 – 13 Foxwells.  The Chairman gave his understanding of the background relating to granting approval & the information was supplemented by Mr Marsh, through his background as our District Councillor.  Mr Wiginton was additionally asked for his assistance in the matter.  After further discussion it was agreed that while members are free to write in as individuals expressing their concern it could be counter productive for the Parish Council to register their concern formally.  Mr Williamson proposed, & it was agreed, that it should be minuted that Balcombe Parish Council is disappointed at the outcome & the decision taken.  

1723.
LDF – MSDC Update
Members were updated on the situation.  Following our representations it would now appear unlikely that the Glebe Farm site would appear in MSDC’s final submission to the Minister of State.  There then followed an extensive discussion about the merits/inclusion of the Rectory Site owned by Julian Smith.  Members were reminded of their earlier approach to MSDC on this matter.  It is now understood that although no formal planning application has been made the site could accommodate social (to rent) housing of typically 6 x 1 bedroom & 4 x 2 bedroom units.  After extensive discussion it was ultimately agreed that we should formally write a follow up letter to MSDC on the lines that the matter has again been discussed & that there remains no objection to this site going forward for consultation.  However we would emphasise that this does not constitute our support for this site over any other.

1724.
Parish Plan & Formation of Action Group

Unfortunately the Defra grant was no longer available.  We would need to allocate around £2k from Council funds, although alternative funding sources would be examined.  A paper was circulated giving the results of the public consultation from which it was pleasing to note that there had been 20 volunteers for the Working Group.  As only 9 were likely to be needed Norman Howard would be selecting the candidates by experience.  A Chairman was being sought.  

Agreed he would need to be particularly skilled.  It was hoped that he & Norman Howard would be able to attend the Annual Parish Meeting.  Further publicity, both in Middy, Parish Magazine & Parish Council, recommended.  In the meantime the Chairman & Mrs Gunning would continue liaison with the team & initially attend meetings, although it was suggested that in future months attendance could be by rotation amongst the Councillors.  

1725. 
Traffic Calming

Due to time constraints not discussed in detail, other than to note that it had now been agreed that we proceed with the statutory Stage 3 Safety Audit, with WSCC picking up 50% of the advised price of £1649 excl. VAT).  

1726. 
Newlands Parking

A recent meeting held with Downlands Surveyor.  Helpful.  We would soon reply to Neil Smith (WSCC) following discussions late last year.  

1727. 
Playground Report

Again time restraints but Mr Wiginton subsequently released **a paper

attached giving an update of progress.  

1728. 
Footpath Report

Item deferred to next meeting.  

1729. 
Neighbourhood Watch – update

Item deferred to next meeting.  

1730. 
Youth Club

Insufficient time to discuss other than to note the situation regarding the positions of Chairman & Treasurer.  

1731. 
Annual Parish Meeting – 27th April

The Chairman would be arranging a News Letter for circulation to each household prior to this.  Members were reminded that the event would be held in the URC this year, staring at 7.30 p m.  

1732. 
a).To agree new payment arrangements for Balcombe Ranger through WSCC Payroll effective April 2006

The Clerk explained the new basis for this & how the salary scale had been formulated.  Ron would now receive a letter confirming the terms & WSCC Payroll details of his employment.  

b). To note new salary scale for Clerk from April 2006 following agreement to adopt NALC/SLCC proposals for 2006/07 National Salary Awards for Local Council Clerks 

The Clerk left the room.  On his return he was advised of the details of the new rate applicable, again for notifying to WSCC Payroll.  

1733. 
Correspondence


M4 – New (MSDC) Service for Collection of Garden Waste.


Other 3 – Calor Gas Village of the Year

1744 
 Exchange of Information
Mrs Stevenson – was still worried about the trees around the Water Tower Triangle & it was agreed that following the Clerk’s most recent discussion with WSCC our continuing concerns should be put in writing.  


Pollarding of trees adjoining the tennis courts

Mr Marsh – Hole in road on Newlands.  Possible re-housing of Arthur Nixey (details available via Roger Bell).  


Mr Williamson – Balcombe tax base.

Mrs Tibbott – proposed new surfacing of Bramble Mead at short notice.  (Clerk mentioned that this work was not scheduled on the WSCC list).
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.32 hours.

Signed………………………………………….. 

Date……………………………………………..

RG/HS


Signed off at Meeting of 25.04.06
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